Mitchell County Board of Health Meeting Minutes

December 23, 2010

The Mitchell County Board of Health met on December 23, 2010 at 12:00 noon in the conference room of the County Services Building, Osage, Iowa.  Board members present were David Bechtum, Bob Marreel, Roberta Howard, Dr. Kelly Ross and Penny Morse.  Also present were Deb Freeman, Administrator MCHHC/PH, Mark Ross, Sanitarian and Donna Marreel , finance committee member.     President, David Bechtum called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.

AGENDA

The following were added to the agenda:  Contract Face for H1N1 Grant for signature, Evaluations, & Live Healthy Iowa info.

Bob Marreel made the motion to accept the amended agenda, seconded by David Bechtum.  Motion carried.

BOARD OF HEALTH

The minutes of the November 18th BOH meeting were reviewed. Bob Mareeel made the motion to accept the minutes.  Penny Morse seconded and the motion carried.

MITCHELLCOUNTY HOME HEALTH CARE/PUBLIC HEALTH ASSESSMENT

1. The cost report/sliding fee scale was reviewed & discussed.  Consensus of the BOH is to leave it as it currently is set with no increase for now.

2. The financial committee has had an in-house meeting in prep for a meeting Tuesday December 28th.  Revenues from Medicare & Medicaid are down approx. $60,000 this year and are expected to be down approx. $100,000in fiscal year 2011.    The County budget meeting is scheduled for 1/7/11. The BOH agrees with the planned budget to be reviewed at Financial Committee meeting Dec 28.
3. The Bio-E Drill/Public Health Emergency Preparedness took place on 11/30/10. This was the 3rd of 5 drills to be conducted with Partners in this fiscal year.  It was found there was a need to have emergency contact information in places outside of Osage.  Copies of the booklets were given to 6 persons living rurally in the county.  

POLICY

1. The Social Networking Policy was reviewed. Penny Morse made a motion and Roberta    Howard seconded to approve the policy.  Motion carried.

2. The Telephone/Cellular phone policy was reviewed.  Telephone numbers have been updated. Dr. Kelly Ross made the motion and Penny Morse seconded to accept the policy with the updated numbers.  Motion carried.

3. The Public Health Emergency Preparedness Policy – part of the Preparedness Plan was reviewed.  Penny Morse made the motion, seconded by David Bechtum to approve the policy.  Motion carried. 

ASSURANCE

1. NACCHO membership request was discussed @ $55/yr.  Bob Marreel made motion, seconded by Dr. Kelly Ross to subscribe for 1 yr.  Motion carried.

2. Cell phone coverage was discussed.  There is a current cell phone policy.  The consensus of the BOH is to continue to follow that policy.  Deb Freeman will discuss with Laura Huisman the use of her cell phone for texting JEL groups.

3. Revenues were reviewed.  Deb Freeman announced two Grants received:  FEMC - $750 available in 1/2011 that fits in with the CHNAHIP; Shop on State-$750;MCSAC Prime for Life to be used for substance abuse coalition.

4. Expenses: reviewed & discussed.  The server replacement will be put on hold.  The IT person feels they may be able to use it with some clean up. Copier/printer repair-$140 was added to the printed expenses for the month of Dec.  800 Radio Antenna upgrade @ approx. $300 & upgrade of two computers to be paid by Bio E funds were also added. Penny Morse made a motion, seconded by Bob Marreel to pay the expenses as amended.

5. President of the BOH, David Bechtum signed the contract for the Bio-E $19000 H1N1 funding.  These Monies will be used for communications according to the work plan established by the state.
6. Waiver Program #’s were given to the board for review.

7. Chart audits continue to be done with findings above 90% indicating good charts.  Communication & education continues in any problem areas.

8. Evaluations:  A special BOH meeting will be held 1/6/11, in Osage, for the purpose of evaluations.  BOH members will review previous evaluations and address progress on problems rather than put out new evaluation forms.

9. Deb Freeman informed the BOH of the need for election of officers in Jan. 2011.

10. The “Live Healthy Iowa” information handout was discussed with a resulting BOH recommendation to encourage people to get involved.

SANITARIAN

Mark Ross presented an Environmental Health Emergency Response Plan that was added to the policy book.

His department Revenues and Expenses are up due to increased inspections of tanning & tattoo businesses, pools, etc. 

The new food inspector for Mitchell County is Barry Phillips.  It is assumed the BOH will be getting reports in the future.

An Ordinance for disposal of human waste was discussed.  There is a county ordinance but not one adopted by the BOH.  The BOH was referred to the Chapters 68,69, & 49 of the Administrative Code of Iowa for more information.

The Carpenter lagoon, in Marks absence, becomes a liability.  He was advised to have the City contact a licensed plumber if problems present when Mark is not available.

The next regular BOH meeting will be January 20,2011 in the conference room of the St. Ansgar City Hall at 12:00 Noon.

The meeting adjourned at 1:10p.m.

Roberta Howard. Board Secretary

