MITCHELL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 17, 2009

The Mitchell County Board of Health met on December 17, 2009 at 12:00 noon in the conference room of St. Ansgar City Hall, St. Ansgar, Iowa.  Board members present were Bob Marreel, Roberta Howard, David Bechtum, Jackie Martin, and Dr. Kelly Ross.  Others present were Deb Freeman, Administrator, MCHHC/PH, AND Mark Ross, Sanitarian.  

David Bechtum called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.

AGENDA

The December meeting agenda was reviewed.   Added to the agenda was to discuss a request for Oasis training for nurses at a cost of $1300 or $220/nurse, Restaurant inspection report review, Billing policy changes, a letter to the Sanitarian, & discussion of a phone upgrade.  Bob Marreel made the motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Roberta Howard seconded it.  Motion carried.
There were no public comments.

BOARD OF HEALTH

Old Business:  The minutes of the November 19, 2009 meeting were approved.  The motion was made by Dr. Kelly Ross and seconded by Jackie Martin to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.  

New Business:  The Food Inspection Report was reviewed.

MITCHELL COUNTY HOME HEALTHCARE/PUBLIC HEALTH

ASSESSMENT

1. Wellness Grant – Did not qualify for this due to it being based on physical activity   programs.
2. H1N1 – Vaccines given & clinics reviewed.  There will be a Public clinic on Dec. 30th from 9-4pm.

3. Maternal health year end report was reviewed.

4. Modernization of Public Health – handouts reviewed.  We will be looking at them each month thru 3/2010 or until it is completed.

5. RN Administrator Evaluation – All evaluations are not in yet.  Discussed a meeting Jan/Feb with staff possibly over lunch as that was deemed successful last year.  RN Administrator is requesting a step up in wage.  BOH will hold recommendation until Jan/Feb.
6. Oasis-C – Deb stated there are new Medicare rules effective Jan. 1, 2010 for new admits & feels it would be beneficial to have all nurses trained on the changes for proper billing.  Errors can be very costly.

POLICY DEVELOPMENT
Update to Foot Care Policy/ standing order – reviewed.  Changes are related to foot care no longer being under the senior health program.  Roberta Howard made a motion to approve the policy with changes.  David Bechtum seconded it.  Motion carried.
1. Update on the Billing Procedure Policy – reviewed & discussed.  Dr. Ross made the motion to approve the updated policy as revised this date.  Bob Marreel seconded it.  Motion carried.
2. Safeguard Iowa Partnership – discussed & board agreed to table any action on this at this time.

3. New Oasis-C - Effective 1/1/10 there will be many changes.  Discussed participating in a group day-long class for update.

ASSURANCE

A letter of appreciation from, the Riceville School District, for MCPH holding  H1N1 & seasonal flu clinics in their Community was read.  They are appreciative of the generosity & professional relationship.
The Financial Committee meeting will be on 12/29/09 AM.  Roberta Howard agreed to attend or be informed via e-mail of their actions as a representative of the BOH.

Revenues were reviewed and are 10% ahead of general budget.  Deb said reimbursement from Medicare for flu shots is slightly less.
Expenses are .65% over.  Discussion was held as to whether to re-estimate.  It was decided to look at it again next meeting.

Bob Marreel made motion to add Oasis training @ $1300 to the December monthly expenses.  David Bechtum seconded and motion carried.  Bob then motioned to approve the expenses & Jackie Martin seconded.  Motion carried.

A copier with color option was discussed.  It is felt monies would be saved by being able to do their own Public Health fliers rather than sending them out to a commercial printer.  They are looking at one which can default back to black & white for everyday printing & save monies on the color ink expense.  The current lease pricing is good to end of the month. Additionally office expense of work station ink will be saved.
SANITARIAN

Mark Ross acknowledged receipt of the letter.
More monies will be available for water testing in the coming year.

Mark met with the DNR regarding Carpenter’s sewage system and it was ok.  They will probably be looking at Mitchell in the coming year for private updates to sewage systems.

The next BOH meeting will be held on January 14, 2010 at 12:00 noon in the conference room of the County Services Building, Osage, Iowa.

David Bechtum declared the meeting  adjourned at 1:00p.m.

Roberta Howard, Board Secretary  

